
Personal data notice (clients and third parties) 

GENERAL 

This notice is provided under Articles 13-14 of the  General Data Protection Regulation (EU) 

2016/679. It is sometimes called a “privacy notice”. 

The identity of the data controller 

James E. Petts 

36 Civil, 

36 Bedford Row, 

London, 

WC1R 4JH 

ICO registration no.:  Z896399X 

 

Complaints and regulatory body 

A data subject (i.e., a person identifiable in any data processed) may complain to the Information 

Commissioners’ Office about any breach of data protection legislation. More information can be 

found on the ICO’s website: https://ico.org.uk 

 

Automated decision making 

It is not anticipated that any automated decision making will be used in relation to personal data. 

 

CLIENTS 

Categories of personal data 

Owing to the varying nature of cases, it is not possible to list comprehensively all possible sorts of 

data that might be processed. However, in general, data of the following types may, depending on 

the facts of the case and the nature of information in the papers, be processed: 

1. names; 

https://ico.org.uk/


2. dates of birth; 

3. addresses (both residential and workplace); 

4. where any person is dealt with in person, that person’s appearance, the sound of that person’s 

voice and anything that can readily be inferred from either or both of those things; 

5. medical details; 

6. employment and/or occupational details; 

7. bank and other financial details; 

8. details of properties owned; 

9. details of specific legal disputes including allegations made which may or may not be true; 

10. details as to legal advice given and instructions received; 

11. information regarding criminal convictions; 

12. personal details (including where applicable details of national/ethnic origin, religion, etc.); 

and 

13. details of commercial dealings and negotiations. 

 

Sources of personal data 

Personal data are likely to originate principally from: 

(1) instructing solicitors; 

(2) documents freely available in the public domain (e.g., law reports identifying individuals); and 

(3) proceedings during a court hearing (e.g., from witness testimony, documents produced at court, 

submissions of other counsel in the proceedings, judgments, orders or remarks of a judge). 

 

Recipients of personal data 

Subject to the duties of client confidentiality and relating to legal professional privilege, which are 

separate from and additional to data protection legislation, personal data may be shared, if and in so 

far as is appropriate, with: 

(1) the court (e.g. to advance an argument on behalf of a client in a case); 

(2) counsel or solicitors representing another party in the case (e.g. to attempt to bring about a 

favourable settlement); 

(3) clerks and other staff in chambers (who deal with bookings for court hearings and conferences as 

well as matters relating to fees); 



(4) instructing solicitors; 

(5) in so far as the client explicitly consents and/or the data in question are freely available to the 

public (e.g. in open court or in a law report), with pupils or mini-pupils (i.e., trainee barristers); 

(6) if the client’s case be returned to another member of the Bar in accordance with the Code of 

Conduct of the Bar of England and Wales, that other member of the Bar; 

(7) in the event of a complaint or claim about the legal services provided, to any legal advisor, 

professional or other regulatory body, insurer, court or tribunal properly concerned with that claim; 

and 

(8) any other person with the client’s explicit consent (e.g. a different firm of solicitors – subject to 

any lawful lien that that may exist). 

 

The purposes of data processing 

Personal data are used mainly for the purpose of providing legal services (including advice and 

representation) to clients. 

 

In some cases, personal data may also be used to assist in the training of pupils or mini-pupils (but 

only where specific consent has been given or where those data are confined to information freely 

available to the public, e.g., as disclosed in open court) or to respond to a complaint or claim relating 

to the services provided. 

 

 

The basis for data processing 

For personal data processed for the purposes of providing legal services, the processing is necessary 

for compliance with a legal obligation (viz. to fulfil the contractual obligation to provide the legal 

services, and additionally to fulfil the obligation as a member of the Bar as a minister to the court and 

to comply with the requirements of the Code of Conduct of the Bar of England and Wales fearlessly 

to defend by all lawful and proper means the best interests of the lay client in each case) to which I 

am subject. Further, in so far as the data subject is the client, the processing is necessary for the 

performance of a contract to which the data subject is a party (viz. the retainer between the data subject 

and solicitors who in turn instruct me to provide legal services). Further, the processing is necessary 



for the performance of a task (viz. the furtherance of the administration of public justice) carried out 

in the public interest. Further, the processing of clients’ names and basic details relating to each case 

is necessary for compliance with a legal obligation and additionally is in the legitimate interests of 

the data controller, viz. to retain accounting records for tax purposes which distinguish each individual 

case in a way referable to records of that case generated contemporaneously. 

 

For personal data used to assist in the training of pupils, the basis for this processing is the provision 

of legal education to persons in the process of becoming a member of the Bar, which is an important 

function in the public interest, and the legitimate interests of the data controller in being in a set of 

chambers in which pupils are trained by reference to practical experience on live cases under the 

supervision of their pupil supervisors or other members of chambers. 

 

The purpose of sharing data with mini-pupils in chambers is the provision legal education by way of 

experience of practice at the Bar to persons who are contemplating joining the profession, which is 

an important function in the public interest. 

 

In the case of both types of training, where the data are other than those freely available to the public 

(e.g. by having been made public in open court or in a law report), the data will only be processed in 

this way with the explicit consent of the client. 

 

Retention period 

Personal data relating to any matter on which I am instructed will be retained for six years following 

the last action undertaken on the case. 

Because the check for when the period of six years has elapsed cannot be made constantly, the data 

might be kept for an additional period of up to 1 year between the expiry of six years from the last 

action on a case to the date of the next periodic check for deletion. However, as set out below, a client 

may request deletion during this period. 

 

Rights of data subjects 

Clients have the following rights in relation to data held on them: 

(1) on request, to obtain a copy of those data; 



(2) in some cases, to request erasure of those data (but note that all papers must be retained unaltered 

for 6 years after the last action taken on a case to comply with insurance requirements); 

(3) in some cases, to request that data that is out of date be updated (but note that all papers must be 

retained unaltered for 6 years after the last action taken on a case to comply with insurance 

requirements, so any updating will in most cases take the form of adding an additional note to the set 

of documents held electronically until the expiry of the retention period); 

(4) with some exceptions (e.g., where processing is necessary for recovery of fees owing or to comply 

with a professional duty), to request that processing of personal data cease or be restricted; 

(5) where the processing of data is based only on consent (which will be extremely rare in professional 

practice), to withdraw that consent at any time without affecting the lawfulness of any processing 

before that consent was withdrawn; and 

(6) to receive the personal data concerning her or him, which he or she has provided to me, in a 

structured, commonly used and machine readable format and that I transmit those data to another data 

controller on the data subject’s request (but this does not apply where the personal data were not 

provided to me by the data subject, e.g. if they were provided to me through instructing solicitors, 

and also does not apply where it would adversely affect the rights and freedoms of others, e.g. if the 

personal data are contained in papers subject to a solicitor’s lien). 

Third parties identified in clients’ case papers have, other than in extremely exceptional 

circumstances, no such rights in respect such data because it will be confidential and subject to legal 

professional privilege, and disclosure of it would therefore adversely affect the right of the client 

within the meaning of Article 15(4) of the General Data Protection Regulation. 

 

Obligation to provide data and consequences of not doing so 

Save for any personal data required by regulations intended to prevent money laundering, and save 

for sufficient personal data to enable the effective enforcement of any obligation to pay any fee,  the 

provision of personal data is generally not strictly required to enter into any contract for the provision 

of legal services. 

However, in practice, it will be impossible in most cases to provide any meaningful legal services 

without full details and all documents relating to the case or legal issue in respect of which the legal 

services are to be provided, and in some cases (e.g. where a court order requires disclosure of 



documents), it may be unlawful to continue to provide legal services in relation to the particular case 

without the provision of such information. 

 

International data transfers 

Save in exceptional cases where such transfers are necessary for properly dealing with the case itself 

(e.g., an arbitration in a foreign jurisdiction), data are not generally transferred outside the U. K. for 

any purpose. 

 

THIRD PARTIES 

Categories of personal data 

The following types of data relating to third parties (that is, persons who are neither clients nor 

professional colleagues or other associates in chambers) may be processed (in many cases, merely 

mentally). 

Witnesses or other persons mentioned in court proceedings 

It is impossible to produce an exhaustive list of data in this category, as literally any information about 

any person might fall into this category depending on the nature of proceedings. In particular, this 

category may include sensitive personal data of all kinds. 

Members of the judiciary 

1. Name 

2. Judicial rank and any previous judicial appointments 

3. In the case of part-time members of the judiciary, the nature and details of their professional 

practices 

4. Titles (e.g. Q. C.) 

5. Information as to judgments given, including the full content of those judgments 

6. Court(s) or tribunal(s) in which that person sits 



7. Any information available in the public domain (e.g. the nature of the person’s practice before 

becoming a member of the judiciary) 

8. When appearing before a member of the judiciary in person, that person’s appearance, the 

sound of that person’s voice and anything that may readily be inferred from either (which may 

include sensitive personal data) 

9. The experiences of other members of the profession in appearing before that person 

Court staff 

1. Name 

2. Court(s) at which the person(s) work 

3. Job title (e.g. usher, clerk) 

4. When interacting in person, that person’s appearance, the sound of that person’s voice and 

anything that may readily be inferred from either (which may include sensitive personal data) 

Other members of the legal profession 

1. Name 

2. E-mail address(es) 

3. Professional address and workplace 

4. Any and all information that might be in the public domain regarding that person (e.g., 

anything appearing on that person’s professional website or any professional disciplinary 

findings) 

5. When interacting in person, that person’s appearance, the sound of that person’s voice and 

anything that may readily be inferred from either (which may include sensitive personal data) 

6. The contents of any correspondence or communication by that person relating to any 

proceedings in which I am instructed or any documents of any nature drawn by that person 

7. The experiences of other members of the legal profession in appearing against or alongside 

that person 

Prospective professional clients and other networking contacts 



1. Name 

2. E-mail address(es) 

3. Professional address and workplace 

4. Any and all information that might be in the public domain regarding that person (e.g., 

anything appearing on that person’s professional website or LinkedIn profile or similar) 

5. Information regarding that person’s work (e.g. areas of specialism) 

6. Information regarding networking or marketing events that that person has attended 

7. When interacting in person, that person’s appearance, the sound of that person’s voice and 

anything that may readily be inferred from either (which may include sensitive personal data) 

8. Any information not listed above that might appear on that person’s business card 

 

Sources of personal data 

Personal data are likely to originate principally from: 

 1. witnesses and third parties mentioned in cases 

(a) case papers sent to me by instructing solicitors; 

(b) submissions and oral testimony in court; 

 2. members of the judiciary and court staff 

(a) the Court Service website; 

(b) paper lists outside court; 

(c) records of reported cases; 

(d) public domain sources (e.g. the internet); 

(e) other members of the legal profession; 

(f) the individuals themselves; 



 3. opponents and other members of the legal profession 

(a) the individuals themselves; 

(b) case papers sent to me by instructing solicitors; 

(c) public domain sources (e.g. the internet); and 

(d) other members of the legal profession. 

 4. Prospective professional clients and other networking contacts 

(a) the individuals themselves; 

(b) public domain sources (e.g. the internet); and 

(c) staff in chambers dealing with business development matters 

 

Recipients of personal data 

Information in the public domain (e.g. relating to the name of a judge who decided a reported case) 

may be made available to other members of the legal profession (e.g. in a seminar) or any other 

member of the public who might be interested in such information. 

Information appearing in case papers or emerging during a court hearing (including such personal 

data regarding the judge or similar as set out above) may be shared with the professional and lay 

client in the case, the judge(s) dealing with the case (which might be in open court, and thus be shared 

with anyone who attends court, who would be entitled in turn to share it further) and pupils or mini-

pupils in chambers. 

Information relating to prospective professional clients and other networking contacts may be shared 

with staff in and other members of chambers for the purposes of professional practice development. 

 

The purposes of data processing 

The personal data set out herein are processed for the following purposes: 

1. the provision of professional legal services; 



2. the training, supervision and assessment of pupils and mini-pupils; 

3. for personal data in the public domain (e.g., such personal data as may be found in law reports) 

practice development and publicity (both personally and of other members of chambers and 

chambers as a whole); 

4. for data obtained from current and prospective professional clients or other networking 

contacts, practice development (both personally and of other members of chambers and 

chambers as a whole); 

5. ensuring that I have adequate information and records to deal with any professional complaint, 

claim or dispute should any such complaint, claim or dispute arise; and 

6. complying with regulatory requirements (including the requirements of the General Data 

Protection Regulation (EU) 2016/679). 

 

The bases for data processing 

For personal data processed for the purposes of providing legal services, the processing is necessary 

for compliance with a legal obligation (viz. to fulfil the contractual obligation to provide the legal 

services, and additionally to fulfil the obligation as a member of the Bar as a minister to the court and 

to comply with the requirements of the Code of Conduct of the Bar of England and Wales fearlessly 

to defend by all lawful and proper means the best interests of the lay client in each case) to which I 

am subject. Further, the processing is necessary for the performance of a task (viz. the furtherance of 

the administration of public justice) carried out in the public interest. 

 

For personal data used to assist in the training of pupils, the basis for this processing is the provision 

of legal education to persons in the process of becoming a member of the Bar, which is an important 

function in the public interest, and the legitimate interests of the data controller in being in a set of 

chambers in which pupils are trained by reference to practical experience on live cases under the 

supervision of their pupil supervisors or other members of chambers. 

 

The purpose of sharing data with mini-pupils in chambers is the provision legal education by way of 

experience of practice at the Bar to persons who are contemplating joining the profession, which is 

an important function in the public interest. 

 



In the case of both types of training, where the data are other than those freely available to the public 

(e.g. by having been made public in open court or in a law report), the data will only be processed in 

this way with the explicit consent of the client.   

For personal data processed for practice development and publicity purposes, they are processed in 

the legitimate interests of the data controller in professional practice development. Additionally, those 

data obtained from prospective professional clients or other networking contacts other than 

information in the public domain, the data are processed with the consent of the individuals in 

question, such consent being denoted by the giving of a business card or similar. 

In so far as the data comprise sensitive personal data inferred from a person’s appearance, which are 

processed only mentally, such processing is necessary for reasons of substantial public interest (viz. 

that it would otherwise be impossible to interact with any other individual in person except for purely 

social or household purposes). 

 

Retention period 

Personal data relating to any case on which I am instructed will be retained for six years following 

the last action undertaken on the case. Data may be retained for a longer period in the event of the 

intimation of a claim, complaint or dispute to which those data are relevant. 

Because the check for when the period of six years has elapsed cannot be made constantly, the data 

might be kept for an additional period of up to 1 year between the expiry of six years from the last 

action on a case to the date of the next periodic check for deletion. However, as set out below, a data 

subject may request deletion during this period. 

Personal data processed for the purposes of recruitment of pupils, mini-pupils or tenants will generally 

be not retained after the completion of the selection process to which it relates. 

Personal data retained and processed for practice development purposes (e.g. names and e-mail 

addresses of prospective professional clients obtained from business cards) will generally be retained 

without routine deletion after a set period of time, but such data may be deleted on request as set out 

below. 

Personal data retained and processed only mentally may, as an inevitable consequence of the nature 

of such data, be retained indefinitely, albeit the quality and quantity of such data may diminish with 

time. 



 

Rights of data subjects 

Data subjects have the following rights in relation to data held on them: 

(1) on request, to obtain a copy of those data; 

(2) in some cases, to request erasure of those data (but note that all case papers must be retained 

unaltered for 6 years after the last action taken on a case to comply with insurance requirements); 

(3) in some cases, to request that data that is out of date be updated (but note that all case papers must 

be retained unaltered for 6 years after the last action taken on a case to comply with insurance 

requirements, so any updating will in most cases take the form of adding an additional note to the set 

of documents held electronically until the expiry of the retention period); 

(4) with some exceptions (e.g., where processing is necessary for recovery of fees owing or to comply 

with a professional duty), to request that processing of personal data cease or be restricted; and 

(5) where the processing of data is based only on consent (which will be extremely rare in professional 

practice, save for personal data obtained and processed by consent for practice development purposes, 

e.g. by exchange of business cards), to withdraw that consent at any time without affecting the 

lawfulness of any processing before that consent was withdrawn. 

Third parties identified in clients’ case papers have, other than in extremely exceptional circumstances, 

no such rights in respect such data because it will be confidential and subject to legal professional 

privilege, and disclosure or deletion of it would therefore adversely affect the right of the client within 

the meaning of Article 15(4) of the General Data Protection Regulation (EU) 2016/679. 

 

Obligation to provide data and consequences of not doing so 

Except where there is an independent legal obligation to provide data to a client (e.g. a court order 

for disclosure) which will then be passed to me, or an independent obligation to make data public 

(e.g. information as to the director of a limited company), there is no generally obligation on third 

parties to provide data to me. 

 

International data transfers 



Save in exceptional cases where such transfers are necessary for properly dealing with a case (e.g., 

an arbitration in a foreign jurisdiction), or where data are in the public domain (e.g. by way of law 

reports), data are not generally transferred outside the U. K. for any purpose. 


