
 
 
 
 
 

 
Art at The 36 Group 

 
The John Buck Collection 

 
 
John Buck, an avid art collector and a family law practitioner at Tanfield Chambers, was introduced to 
our Chambers through one of our new Head of Chambers, Will Tyler QC.  
 
John began collecting art over 15 years ago and has built an impressive collection of over 400 works by 
many of the great British modern and contemporary abstract artists.  
 
He has generously loaned over 40 works from his private collection to sit alongside and compliment the 
36 Group’s first art project, a large landscape exhibition called “Getting closer to Nature.”  
 
VEDO Corporate Art Consultants have curated and installed a display of John’s artworks throughout the 
building and below is a taste of what you can discover. The curation process has enabled us to gain a 
fascinating insight into the tastes and interests of this collector.  
 
An art collection is unique to its owner and reveals their aesthetic sensibilities, personal history, deep 
rooted passions, interests and aspects of their personality. Focussing on post-war abstract art, the curated 
collection leads with a whole floor devoted to an unusual leading Italian abstract artist called Piero 
Dorazio.  
 
Dorazio believed that abstract art could change the world for the better, it could unite civilisation, at a 
time where scientific and technological advances could create major societal rifts. The crosshatched grids 
and colourful bands are motifs that carry through all the works shown from 1967 to 1991 (see the Second 
Floor) and show that this artist rarely departed from this highly distinctive style. The influences of colour 
field painting that developed in New York in the 1940s and 1950s can be seen.  
 
The jewels in the display are two works by Albert Irvin that can be found on the staircase leading to the 
second floor.  
 
Irvin is one of John’s favourite artists and this is unsurprising as he has collected many works by the leading 
British abstract artists, such as Sir Terry Frost, Sandra Blow, Sir Howard Hodgkin and Victor Pasmore to 
name a few. Irvin’s work gained wide public recognition when he was in his 60s and he once famously 
joked that he was “the oldest up and coming young artist in Britain”.  
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
We have exhibited several dazzling acrylics by Gwen Joy Royston, a pupil of Irvin’s within the landscape 
exhibition to demonstrate the influence of this leading abstract artist.  
 
John has collected a variety of works by interesting contemporary European, Ukrainian, Russian and 
Canadian artists and a great deal of figurative work.  
 
To highlight the dramatic departure from abstraction, on the landing before the first floor we have a series 
of three works by an exceptional Catalan artist Agusti Puig. Influenced by Giacometti and Joan Miró, 
these works are quite different to the strong, vibrantly coloured and expressive brushstrokes in Albert 
Irvin’s work.  
 
The rest of the collection on display are largely figurative works and can be seen towards the bar area and 
the staff area.  
 
These works truly reflect John’s varied interests in different artistic styles, from more edgy graffiti work 
such as the female figures by REQ, to traditional vignettes by Leonard Rosoman OBE RA, to intricate 
wood block print work by Leicester born artist Dale Devereux-Barker and the expressionist “Screaming 
Red Face” by Ukrainian artist Eduard Belsky.  
 
In the staff area, we see a wide range of different media, from silk screenprints, to woodblock prints, 
linocuts, etchings and aquatint’s, lithographs, to oil on canvas and mixed media works.  
 
In the bar we have focussed on prints with strong colour and strong forms, a recurring theme throughout 
the collection.  
 
The connections between the various artists and different artistic movements makes for a truly fascinating 
collection, one that eminently displays the rich variety of modern and contemporary art available to 
collectors today. 
  
If you would like to read more about the art project or would like to know more about how VEDO can 
help you with your own art installation, please do not hesitate to contact Karina Phillips on 07940 525 
055 or visit our website www.vedocorporateart.com.  

http://www.vedocorporateart.com/

