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KEY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

As Prime Minister Boris Johnson continued his self-isolation, Health 

Secretary Matt Hancock again led tonight’s government announcement. 

 

Mr Hancock was joined by Deputy Chief Medical Officer Jonathan Van-Tam and 

Chief Nursing Officer Ruth May, where discussions focused in the main on testing, 

personal protective equipment and care planning. 

 

The main announcements this evening were: 

 

 Two registered nurses have sadly died from COVID-19. The total number 

who have died from the virus in the UK now stands at 3,605. 

 The NHS Nightingale Hospital in East London was opened by the Health 

Secretary and The Prince of Wales today (via a video link). 

 Two further Nightingale Hospitals are planned, in Harrogate and Bristol. 

These are in addition to those planned for in Birmingham, Manchester and 

Glasgow.  

 Three clinical trials are underway, and a new Therapeutics Taskforce has 

been set up by the government to provide oversight and direction. 

 The current restrictions on movement and social distancing requirements 

must not be relaxed, despite the good weather expected this weekend. 

o The panel urged people to please stay home this weekend, asking 

people to do so for the two nurses who have died. 

 There is no blanket rule not to admit elderly patients to hospitals. 

Discussions on admission and DNR orders are based on clinical decisions. 

 The government has provisionally ordered 17.5 million antibody tests, but 

antibody tests will only be used if it is proved they work. 



 Hospitals and care facilities are embracing technology to connect patients 

in isolation with families unable to visit them owing to the lockdown. 

 The UK has a large stockpile of PPE equipment. Problems have been with 

distribution, not availability of the items. 

 

 

Elsewhere in COVID-19 news….. 

 

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

 

BUSINESS 

 

1. The Chancellor, Rishi Sunak, has made key changes to the 

Coronavirus Business Interruption Loan Scheme (“CBILS”) allowing 

more SMEs to access the scheme.  

 

The government had come under increasing criticism from SMEs that they 

were being denied access to the CBILS if they could secure regular 

commercial financing. From today, this bar has been removed, meaning 

SMEs no longer have to show that they are unable to obtain other financial 

support.  

 

This is crucial for thousands of SMEs who will now have access to the 

government’s 12-month interest-free loans. Importantly, businesses still 

need to show that they are “viable” such that they should be able to repay 

the loan. The extension of the scheme will be applied retrospectively by 

lenders of any CBILS facilities offered since 23 March 2020. This means that 

such lenders should transfer any eligible business on a non-CBILS facility 

onto a CBILS one and apply any changes as necessary.  

 

Further, the Chancellor has banned banks from requesting personal 

guarantees of any loans up to £250,000. For any loans over £250,000, 

personal guarantees will be limited to only 20% of any amount outstanding 

on the CBILS loan after recovery from the business assets. This is important 

and reflects the government’s promise at the outset to guarantee 80% of 

the loan (see the criticisms we notes in our COVID-19 Daily Bulletin).  

 

The extension to the scheme will come as a relief to many SMEs who were 

facing high interest rate loans and should result in a significant increased 

uptake of the scheme. This in turn will hopefully see lower insolvency rates 

and the protection of numerous jobs.  

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/chancellor-strengthens-support-on-offer-for-business-as-first-government-backed-loans-reach-firms-in-need


DISCLAIMER 

 

 

The above is not intended to be legal advice. Specialist advice should be sought 

for individual cases where necessary. 
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