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Editorial
W elcome to the second edition of the 36 Family 

newsletter. 

Five weeks have now passed since the country 
was locked down. In that time, we have become 
increasingly aware of how ill-prepared HMCTS was for 
working remotely. As a result, as our ‘Tales from the 
Front Line’ shows, some remote hearings have proved 
more farcical than tragic, with judges grappling with 
IT with differing levels of competence. 

Since remote hearings are likely to continue for some 
time to come, particularly for case management, we 
are going to have to get to grips with this new way 
of working. At the moment, we are still only in the 
foothills of learning to manage such hearings, with 
parties waiting on-line for others to join, advocates 
unsure when to speak and judges trying to navigate 
their way through the plethora of guidance from 
.the senior judiciary, some of which appears to be 
contradictory.

No-one can know how long the lockdown will last or 
what will happen when it ends. There will clearly be 
a backlog of cases and many cases which will have 
begun during the lockdown, including many involving 
domestic abuse. It seems likely that living in lockdown 
will cause or contribute to the break-up of many 
relationships and so lead to more work for we family 
lawyers. That will increase the – already excessive – 
time that litigants have to wait for their cases to be 
resolved. And when the lockdown ends, whenever that 
is, there will be issues about social distancing in court 
buildings and which cases are to be prioritised.

In the midst of all this we hope that this newsletter 
provides you with some light relief as well as some 
serious content. We have an interview with George 
Mathieson, the well-known pension expert, with Danny 
Chapman, the well-known beer expert, a new cookery 
column from Marisa Allman, as well as the regular 
columns from Diana Trill, Stuart Nicols and Amelia 
Wilson, plus cartoons and quizzes.

We hope that you enjoy this edition as much as many of 
you did the first edition, if not more.

Paul Infield, Editor
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Q&A

 
George Mathieson

answers the questions
posed by Rhys Taylor

1. Your recommended lockdown book and 
why? 
Pensions on Divorce: A Practitioners 
Handbook by Hay, Hess, Lockett and Taylor 
(Cuthbert Dibble and Grubb). Seriously, 
I hardly ever get the chance to read, other 
than when on holiday, when I become an 
avid reader of Political Biographies. This has 
become the ideal opportunity to read more, 
but I must confess to sticking to my usual 
genre. Andrew Roberts Churchill: Walking 
with Destiny. Why? This is such a heavy 
tome, and I am a slow reader, and I become 
somewhat obsessive reading such books that 
I want to inwardly digest every word, so each 
page usually has to be read twice, and when 
again, until I retire, will I get the chance to 
read such a heavyweight book? 

2. How did you become a Pensions On 
Divorce Expert?  
Complete accident. I was working as an IFA 
/ Pension specialist in Birmingham, when 
in 2001 I received a phone call from a very 
well known Divorce Lawyer in Birmingham 
(shall we call her Diane?). She asked what 
I knew about the new Pension Sharing 
legislation, and would I come and talk to her 
staff about it. I said I knew everything there 
was to be known about Pension Sharing 
Orders, and agreed with alacrity to run a 
training session. Agreeing to run a training 
session concentrated the mind somewhat 
(and I spent hours reading up on the subject, 
attending any lecture by the Law Society 
on the subject or SFLA (as it was then) 
meeting). I then attended a lecture delivered 
by Christopher Wagstaffe (29 Bedford Row), 
and fell in love with the subject.  

3. How often are you called to give oral 
evidence and what is it like? 
Having personally written in excess of 3,000 
expert witness reports, I have been asked 
to give oral evidence once as a Single Joint 
Expert and twice as a party expert. I have 
to say that I think experts should be called 
more often, to have their approach and 
assumptions challenged. I know this sounds 
awfully patronising, and it really is not meant 
to be, but the one time I appeared as an 
SJE, I thought  H’s barrister was absolutely 
outstanding in his critical analysis and 
testing of my evidence.  He asked all the 
questions I would have asked, challenged all 
of the assumptions I would have challenged, 
and showed immense knowledge and 
perception. I was really grateful that he 
tested so much of what we do. I believe that 
following 2 hours on the witness stand, 
my evidence largely remained in-tact, 
notwithstanding the very robust challenge. 
I have to say I actually really enjoyed the 
session, from an intellectual challenge 
perspective, and the outcome (little change) 
made me feel more comfortable in what we 
do (our methodology and assumptions), 
in that our work withstood rigorous 
examination.

4. As you were on the Pension Advisory 
Group, can you please give us your overall 
assessment of what you personally think 
worked well and what you might have done 
differently? 
I think the coming together of the different 
disciplines (legal, actuarial, academic) to the 
extent all disciplines better understood the 

role / point of view of the other was a brilliant outcome. 
I fear that prior to PAG dare I say some lawyers were 
disdainful of what pension experts could bring to the 
party, other than further fees and further delays? I think 
Judges, Barristers, and Solicitors, sitting in a room (with 
locked doors and unable to escape) with 5 or 6 pension 
actuaries / experts made them realise “Blimey, there is so 
much we did not know about pensions, so much we have 
never considered, so much we can learn from these guys, 
and so much “the system” has probably got wrong in the 
past (as well as how boring, pedantic and argumentative 
pension experts can be).”  Likewise, it opened the eyes of 
the pension experts to the wider issues in family courts. As 
Pension Experts we deal with just one very small piece of 
the jigsaw, but can very easily lose sight of this. We think 
pensions are the be all and end all, as that is all we see. 
But I am sure all experts now realise that whilst we think 
precision and pedantry in pensions are the order of the day, 
divorces in many cases are just not like that, and we are 
but a small cog. What could have worked better? I am still 
not convinced that we have a solution for offsetting which 
works for the vast majority of cases. Yes we have a solution 
(PODE reports) for the cases where a PODE is instructed, 
but what about all of those cases where a PODE is not 
instructed, and absent a PODE report, the only basis of 
valuation available is the CEV, which is so dangerous to use 
in so many cases?
 
5. What are the main mistakes you see family lawyers 
making when it comes to pensions on divorce? 
First of all, not realising the risk their clients take (and 
ultimately possibly the lawyer takes) in not gaining an 
understanding of the pensions. This need not involve the 
formal instruction of a Pension on Divorce Expert Witness 
report, but perhaps a triage sort of service from suitably 
qualified / experienced Financial Advisers. (Can I plug 
Brewin Dolphin here who have a number of Financial 
Planners who have undergone hours of extensive and 
rigorous training, by family lawyers?) Pensions may look 
pretty straight forward to many, but looks can be very 

deceptive. There are so many instances we see 
where massive losses have occurred through 
not seeing the danger signs. E.g., parties 
tell lawyers all is very amicable, just want to 
divide pensions 50:50, H has half a dozen 
pensions. Invariably the parties (left to their 
own devices) will either agree to split all 6 
pensions 50:50, or else they will identify the 
largest pension, and say a PSO of c. 85% (or 
whatever the figure is) over the one pension 
will achieve the desired outcome, and ask 
the lawyers to paper that up. In reality both 
approaches are probably wrong, and could 
very easily destroy value. Saw just such a case 
(W had got cold feet and wanted an expert 
to check what was happening) and I believe 
that had she not got the settlement checked, it 
would have cost the couple about £10,000 pa 
of lost income EACH from age 60. If Experts 
are instructed, don’t tie the expert’s hands. 
For example, there is no point insisting that 
we assume both parties retire at age 65, when 
in fact the pension will come into payment at 
age 60. Ask for equality of income, assuming 
both parties retire at the same age, with the 
expert to use his discretion, based on the 
facts of the pensions, as to what the most 
appropriate age is. Also, don’t ask for too 
many calculations. I firmly believe that 
properly instructed, a PODE report (properly 
written) can very quickly bring closure to 
pension issues, allowing the parties and their 
legal advisers to concentrate on other more 
difficult issues to resolve. Too many questions 
/ calculations perpetuates disagreement and 
argument.

6. What should family lawyers be thinking 
about when it comes to pensions during 
the crises? I could go on for ages on this, 
there are so many issues,  but my biggest 
concern is the outlook for private sector 
defined benefit schemes. We have the perfect 
storm here with two things happening which 
will potentially cause massive deficits for 
private sector defined benefit schemes. First, 
perhaps counter-intuitively, the reduction 
in gilt yields in the last few weeks, should 
mean that the transfer values (CEVs) of 
defined benefit schemes will increase. The 
reduction in gilt yield in effect means that for 
a scheme to secure a pension of say £1,000 
pa for its member, instead of having to set 
aside say £20,000 or capital, it now has to set 
aside £25,000 of capital. And this is in effect 
what a transfer value is – an appraisal by the 
scheme as to how much the scheme needs to 
set on one side to meet the liability to pay the 
pension. So the reduction in gilt yield means 
the CEV increases. But second, at the same 
time, the value of the scheme’s assets to meet 
those liabilities has decreased if the scheme 
has large equity holdings, which most do. So 
with the assets of the scheme reducing whilst 
the liabilities of the scheme are increasing, 
many schemes are either going to move from 
surplus to deficit, or if they are in deficit 
already, find their deficit getting worse. This 
will almost inevitably lead to private sector 
schemes very soon paying reduced transfer 
values on funding grounds, and all the 
horrible issues that follow from that.  

This week George Mathieson and Rhys 
Taylor will be speaking alongside Mena 
Ruparel about ‘How has the Covid crisis 
affected pensions on divorce?’. Here’s the link: 
https://t.co/vbgX3keVcY?amp=1
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EM   JI
POP QUIZ
Can you name the bands 
from these tricky emoji clues? 
Answers on page 9!

This is a new addition to our 
newsletter to inspire those 
working from home to tickle 
the tastebuds and expand 
culinary horizons. Or, if you’re 
like me, to promote cooking as 
a displacement activity when 
we should be working, I much 
prefer it to cleaning. In each 
edition a different member 
of the 36 family, barristers 
and staff, will offer you their 
lockdown lunch recipe (or 
supper but less pleasingly 
alliterative) to inspire and 
delight you. Or possibly even 
any cooking disasters as a 
warning against overambition. 

For my part, my attempt to 
persuade my children to eat 
butternut squash, which they 
intensely dislike, by putting it 
in a tarte-tatin with plenty of 
cinnamon and sugar did not 
end well: 

However, I have a tried and tested 
offering for our newsletter readers, 
which is far prettier, and has the 
advantage of combining both 
alcohol and fresh vegetables in one 
meal. 

For those of you who keep finding 
things in your vegetable delivery 
boxes which you have no idea 
what to do with, and if one of 
them is raw beetroot, then it is a 
very useful recipe on that front 
also. I give you beetroot and vodka 
risotto (the vodka can be safely 
omitted, I have been feeding this 
to my children without vodka for 
years, children quite like the idea 
of ‘pink rice’, no need to mention 
that it contains actual vegetables). 

With thanks to the Cranks bible for 
this little gem;
400g raw beetroot, peeled and diced
1 medium onion, chopped
30g butter
400g arborio rice 
(basmati will do in a pinch)
3 garlic cloves, finely chopped
1.2 litres hot stock
50ml vodka 
(apparently you can substitute sherry 
but I haven’t tried that)
Juice of ½ a lemon + ½ tsp zest
90g grated parmesan
Parsley / natural yogurt to decorate 
(optional)

Melt the butter in a deep frying pan. When melted add the onion, fry without 
burning until transparent, and then add the beetroot. Stir for about ten minutes 
until soft. Add the rice and garlic, stir to coat in the butted. Add the hot stock 
ladleful by ladleful while stirring until the stock is absorbed and the rice is 
cooked. Add the vodka and lemon juice and zest in the last few moments and 
then turn off the heat, season. Stir in the parmesan, adding more if you like your 
risotto particularly cheesy. Serve attractively with a little parsley, and dots of 
natural yogurt. Bon Appetit! 

LOCKDOWN LUNCHES

BEETROOT AND 
VODKA RISOTTO
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Tales from the 
(Remote) Frontline

George Harley
I had a judgment hearing on Friday, 
where we were all expected to call in 
and just listen. Seems simple enough. 
The judge managed to chuck out each 
of us one by one, by accident. This is 
a case where the entire family have 
intervened in a divorce laying claim to 
all of my client’s land, leaving him with 
a woodshed.

This case is about as tense as a drum and 
as frustrations mounted with failing 
technology, in the virtual waiting 
room my elderly and drunk client 
called his son in a law a goat herding 
c*&t and his soon to be ex-wife a Nazi 
dwarf. When the judge, who could not 
cope with the technology, just abruptly 
abandoned the hearing and adjourned 
it to escape the challenge, my solicitor 
had a sort of breakdown. Not getting 
this judgment has prolonged the 
acrimony at this farm in the middle of 
nowhere and the last thing I heard was 
my client muttering he would get his 
shot gun and have some fun shooting 
his money hungry children over the 
weekend!

Gillian Geddes
I attended two remote hearings last 
week.  The first was convened by my 
instructing local authority, but their 
invitations to me to join it never 
arrived, so I was the only lawyer at 
the hearing attending by telephone, 
not by Skype, which I felt was a slight 
disadvantage.  Also, when I dialled in, 
I was kept waiting on the telephone 
to be joined to the hearing alongside 
the respondent father waiting on his 
telephone line to be joined as well.  
He was a rather unpleasant person 
about whom I had previously written 
some rather unflattering statements.  
Thankfully, he didn’t take advantage of 
the opportunity to be as unflattering to 
me as I had been to him.

The second remote hearing was 
curious.  Everyone who was supposed 
to attend had been joined by telephone, 
but we had all heard a rather unfamiliar 
voice in the background.  Our Judge 
asked the unfamiliar voice to identify 
himself, and the response was from 

another judge.  Both judges had been given the 
same code for the hearing and both had used it.  
We all waited, listening in on our telephones, whilst 
the two judges discussed how this had all happened 
and who should back down first.  Force of numbers 
meant that we retained the code and the hearing, 
and the other judge was left to ring off and sort out 
his affairs with the court’s IT people.

Paula Thomas
I remote hearing, clearly identified as a telephone 
hearing by Skype last week. In line with the Court’s 
guidance with remote hearings, namely court 
attire, I duly complied, as in court frock but hair 
was wrapped in a towel and I had no make up. 

I logged in via the link, to see the Judge and all the 
other advocates on video, thankfully my video was 
off, but the Judge kept asking why she could not see 
me, and even asked me to turn it on!! 

On a serious side, however, the Judge was unable 
to hear me, I was not muted, and they could see 
my mic was turned on. But could not see (for good 
reason) or hear me. At my end, it said that the ‘Host 
has muted’ me, which the judge denied. Eventually 
we had the hearing properly by telephone.

Jessica Purchase
The scene: Me in my designated corner of the study, 
head firmly in hands, trying to conduct a remote 
telephone hearing before Recorder Sadd that had 
been listed, vacated and then relisted.

After taking as many instructions from my client as 
possible when we didn’t speak the same language, I 
rang the wife (who also didn’t speak fluent English) 
for a quick chat. Wife answered her phone, told me 
that no hearing was happening today and refused to 
believe that the hearing had been relisted. I told her 
that emails had been sent out by the CFC yesterday 
saying the hearing would be today at 10:00. In 
return, I got a 40-minute lecture on the many, many 
failings of my client as a husband and father, and a 
list of the reasons why she did not want to speak to 
me unless it was in front of the judge. I begged her 
to answer the phone if it rang at 10:00 so that she 
could tell the judge all of this herself. Wife gave a 
non-committal answer. I went back to update my 
client.

10:00 came around and the CFC rang to start the 
hearing. They had not been able to get hold of 
Wife. I confirmed Wife’s number with the judge 
and told her that Wife didn’t think the hearing was 
happening today, yes I had spoken to her, yes I had 
told her what time the hearing was meant to be at, 

and yes I had told her to answer the 
phone if it rang again. Judge went to 
ring Wife two more times.

Reader, Wife did not answer the phone 
to the judge. It seems she stuck firmly 
to her guns that the hearing would not 
be happening that day. After it became 
apparent that Wife wasn’t going to cave 
and answer the phone, the interpreter 
had to be persuaded to stay on the call 
for the hearing since she’d been told that 
she was only meant to be in the hearing 
for Wife. Translations were only done 
once the interpreter’s demands had 
been met to know the genders and ages 
of everyone on the call (“for my own 
visual image, judge”).

The hearing was adjourned.

Gavin Lyon
I have recently been engaged in a “3-
day” preliminary hearing designed to 
resolve various contentious issues of 
property ownership and outstanding 
liabilities to 3rd-party friends and 
family. With 4 parties, 3 barristers, 
2 solicitors and 1 Judge (and quite 
possibly a partridge in a pear tree, 
though little could be agreed upon 
at the outset) it should perhaps have 
come as no surprise that our remote 
video hearing required an extension to 
reach a conclusion.

Our Judge was, thankfully, a picture 
of calm, business-like management 
throughout, with the patience of a 
saint despite the plethora of technical 
difficulties which were inevitably 
encountered with so many people 
trying to participate remotely. Through 
silent witnesses, computer crashes (only 
one of which was mine) and occasional 
lateral thinking to combine video and 
telephone technology simultaneously, 
we were able to forge on nonetheless. 

To me, this case went to show that 
whilst hearings will unavoidably take 
longer in the virtual world, even the 
most complicated of financial remedy 
proceedings are likely to be capable 
of resolution with the application of a 
little patience and determination.
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Tired of being just an average peasant? Curb those naughty plague-y symptoms and be 
the talk of the village - buy one of the most popular Elizabethan string instruments on 

the planet, today!! 

**BUY NOW** 

ONLY 

17 GOLD PIECES* 
 
 
 
 

*£2,999.99 – Imperial 
Not including postage and time travel.  

T&C’s apply 
 

Galliard the nights away with the new 

******  WWEE  AARREE  HHEERREE  ******  

15a Renaissance St 

The Medieval Times 

Lewisham 

 

 

 

*What our customers say* 
“I bought one for the wench 
as a surprise for our 550th 
wedding anniversary and 
she’s like a new woman. I 
feel like the King of 
Denmark!” MMrr  XX,,  SSiiddccuupp  

“I agree 
with Mr X” 

MMrrss  XX,,  SSiiddccuupp  

NUMBER 1 CHOICE FOR 
MEDEIVIL PANDEMIC ERA 

MUSIC ENTHUSIASTS 

 

BUY BEFORE 1ST JUNE AND 
GET A LIMITED EDITION 
TRIO OF MINSTRELS FOR 

JUST 30 SHILLINGS!!! 

 

 

THAT’S JUST 10 SHILLINGS 
PER MINSTREL!! 

Above: Sample picture of AL2000 in classic “Privy Green” being 
played at the Ultimate Scriber Death Match Championship 

**Other colours available** 
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VVeeggaann  

GGuuaarraanntteeeedd  ttoo  
ccuurree  yyoouurr  
HHeerreessyy!!  

* Real 4K photo courtesy of William C. Oven-
Chip, Sir Francis Drake Gardens, Leeds 

 

Previous Model 
circa 1595. * 

 
WIN a romantic board game and Salmon fishing night out for 2 
with the Air Lute’s infamous inventor!!! 

For a chance to spend a night in one of London’s top poaching destinations 
with a (late) living legend, describe in 50 words your reasons why you 
should win and send your answer to: 

Mrs T.J Highlighter, PO BOX 6559, Essex (minimum bribe – 3 Turnips) 

 The Inventor: Dr. 
Pamela Madonna 
Hogsflesh II OBE 
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Wellbeing
with Stuart Nichols

Introduction

   “Is your journey really necessary?”

(similar to our directives now, but first recorded use in 
1939 to discourage civil servants from going home for 
Christmas).

Dear Readers,
You are back and I am so happy that you 
are! We have been trying to get my wig on 
Ollie our Boxer but so far this has failed: 
next issue hopefully! There is a roller-
coaster of emotions and reactions at the 
moment; we should all rein-back from 
the Government stories, news and mis-
reporting or inadequate reporting. My 
opinion: ignore most of what you see or 
read; it is certainly dispiriting to watch or 
read it apart from the evening summary.

The critical well-being point is to 
demonstrate love and support to our 
friends, family and ourselves. Now, there 
are some bad-happenings in the world at 
the moment; but this has always been the 
case from Hitler and his monsters and 
before them; so it is what we all do in the 
moment that is key.

In my reading and my practice, I have been 
looking for something that might help me 
and us all in this time. Contrary to the 
memsahib’s opinion – and she is invariably 
right about things, but not on this occasion 
– I do not recommend Robbie Williams 
or Barry White.  Nor do I advocate Ollie’s 
suggestion of chasing squirrels all day 
long….though he might have a point.

There is the (arguably compelling) option 
of a dedicated team from Chambers to 
do a Chi-Gung work-out class. Should 

you want to invest in this before the rush then you must 
immediately contact danny@36family.co.uk (as if he has 
not got enough to do – but, truly he would love your 
response).

Ikigai
Aside from this fancy, I do though invite you to consider 
“Ikigai”. This is a Japanese proposition that might equate 
to “a reason for being” but more easily translates to 
having a purpose in life and something that makes 
our life worthwhile/ a direction or purpose in life. Our 
purpose in life is to promote ourselves and others and 
with that comes Ikigai. In Okinawa (which boasts the 
longest living) it is “a reason to get up in the morning”.

 Your own experiences
Your feed-back on well-being is critical 
to you, to us and to all our loved-ones, 
so please do come back to me on any 
issues that I can help on; I am not though 
volunteering Diana’s expertise; she really is 
a unique and maleficent creature.

Health
This week it has come to my attention via 
the memsahib (source Sky News) that the 
army has been prescribed vitamin “D” 
supplements; if this is good enough for 
them it is good enough for all of us.  See 
the very informative article from the British 
Nutrition Foundation “BNF supports 
Government advice to consider taking 
vitamin D supplements through spring 
and summer while under lockdown” 22nd 
April 2020

https://www.nutrition.org.uk/

Films – Thrillers, for the Family 
and just for laughs
The Nichols family have revisited the John 
Wick Trilogy and Ollie recommends for the 
little ones in your lives, Paddington 1 and 
2 and Peter Rabbit (James Corden).  If you 
have ever fancied a change of career ….I 
fully recommend the comedy ‘Spy’ staring 
Melissa McCarthy, Miranda Hart, Jason 
Statham, Jude Law and many other well-
known faces.  All available on Amazon and 
Netflix.

Bises to all, stay safe and don’t drink 
disinfectant! 

Stuart and Ollie xx

Who Are They?Who Are They?
Here are some photos of Here are some photos of 
members of 36 Family as members of 36 Family as 

they were when they were they were when they were 
younger, soberer and more younger, soberer and more 

innocent. Can you guess innocent. Can you guess 
who they are?who they are?

Answers on Page 9.Answers on Page 9.1 2 3

4 5 6
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Your Problems
36 Family’s very own agony aunt puts down her gin 
bottle long enough to deal with some of your angst...

with Diane Trill

Dear Diane,
My son has just said that I have made him a 
homosexual. This is untrue. The only things I 
have ever made him was a football scarf and 
a tank top I knitted for him about 25 years 
ago. I am tempted to stop making his cocoa 
each evening until he sees sense. What do you 
suggest I should do?

Dearest Stanley, 

Your son sounds a disgrace. I bet that scarf 
looks fabulous with a lamé blouse and suede 
chaps. 

I suspect that he was turned homosexual by 
Larry Grayson or Christopher Biggins. They 
recruit intensely. Biggins is tasteless. He eats 
from buffets and troughs. Zsa Zsa Gabour saw 
him behave like a hungry fox on a Tunisian 
cruise. Even Barbara Windsor has forgotten 
him and she’s never been fussy. She was giving 
it away to Reggie Kray in the 60s.
 
I was Larry Grayson’s fluffer for many years on 
The Generation Game. It was pointless trying 
to fluff Larry as my femininity screams. But 
his close friend Everard Du’Champ certainly 
brought a splash to his paddling pool. Slack 
Alice, Larry’s holiday companion, was crippled 
when she found out they’d never consummate 
in Alicante.  

The nicest homosexuals I ever knew were 
Michael Ball and my dressmaker and close 
personal friend Sandy Gallon. We used to go 
the Brighton Bulldog, a sweaty hive with a dark 
room upstairs. Princess Margaret loved it there. 
She sank a bottle of Tia Maria there in 89’ and 
punched Marianne Faithful when she asked 
her for a spare pair of pasties. Very confused 
woman. 

Stanley, I suggest you attend my Zanzibar 
retreat, “Reunited with Reba”. My close 
personal friend Reba McIntyre, who isn’t the 
Nashville success she thinks she is, brings 
shattered pathetic families back from the abyss. 
Via zoom. We have talks from Terry Waite on 
how to survive lockdown when tensions run 
high. Grace Jones will perform some tantric 
shock treatment for those in a deep chasm. 

Then, Olivia Newton-John, who lies when 
she says she does charity work, and Whoopi 
Goldberg, perform a 12 hour Xanadu themed 
rebirth symbolizing your fresh start. It’s like 
Lourdes, but glamorous and expensive. 

Stanley, I suggest you give your son the 
emotional permission he needs to bring his 
authentic self home. Perhaps you could buy 
some leather trousers to support him, and send 
him my cookbook “Rainbow Ragu, and More” 
where I show you how to make a moussaka 
with nothing more than an oxo cube and 
babycham.  

My own daughter, Cardinal Hardclart, was a 
selfish ugly child. Sired by Omar Sharif in the 
70s she cleans for Ruby Wax last I heard. It’s 
not the case we shall always be close to our 
offspring. Open your heart to him Stanley, and 
he shall march towards you. In his scarf. 

Keep smiling, 
Diane X

Dear Diane,
I am in crisis and I need you to help me 
through this. I am in a relationship of 20 years 
with my partner Ines. I think that I may be a 
victim because since Covid 19 she only lets me 
out from my small study twice a day. She says 
that I am old and fat and therefore I am at 
high risk of contracting the virus: do you think 
this is true?

This whole time is difficult for me because I 
work as a barrister and my study does not give 
me enough room to swing a cat – all I have is 
my favourite baked bean and my ping-pong 
ball for company; I throw the ball against the 
wall just like Steve Mc Queen did in the Great 
Escape and we look much alike as you will 
know when you see my photo online in the 
dating agency (“Legal Love-Handles”).

Ideally, I would like to replace the old crone 
with you, and I see from your publicity shoot 
that you like a drink so can I safely assume 
that you will keep me in Champagne until 
things get better? I think that with you by my 
side I could be the greatest barrister of all 
time.

Please send me your advice as this will be my 
life-line
Ever yours
Rodney

Dear Rodney, 

We have met. When I read ‘ping-pong’ I fell 
into a 3-hour catatonic fit. It was 1997 and 
we were at the Benidorm Palace to see Sticky 
Vicky. As we know, she gets through Ping-
Pong balls, duty free and truncheons like a 
one-woman carnival.  You and your wife Ines 
Ontop behaved like deprived prisoners at a 
meat grill. I was there with Bet Lynch, Alison 
Moyet (at her heaviest) and my hairdresser 
Fatima Gladforit and we appalled. Bet was sick 
in her clutch purse. I had hoped you would not 
darken my entry gate again. Alas, here you are. 

Your poor wife has clearly suffered years of 
psychological abuse and has snapped. I suggest 
you join, by zoom, my efforts at “Transform 
with Trill’, a deluxe and expensive rehabilitation 
centre in leafy Cheltenham.  Kathy Burke and 
Vanessa Redgrave run a self-love workshop, 
then there’s Friday night karaoke with Lulu (I 
can’t be in the same room as that woman) and 
Cheryl Baker, who is very popular in North 
Korea. All the stars transform with Trill! 

I saved Imelda Marcos from certain death in 
83’. She was drinking 7 bottles of liebfraumilch 
a day after Randy Boone dumped her for 
Joanna Lumley, who could not be more 
overrated. I said “Imelda, transfer me the 
money and I’ll transform you”. And I did, 
darling! I did!I get a card every Easter and 
saved her career in soaps. 

So Rodney, I wouldn’t touch you with a dirty 
stick. I’m in a long and satisfying relationship 
with my French lover and mole catcher, Victor 
Dogget. Your wife thinks your disposable. 
Prove her wrong and join “Transform with 
Trill”. And pay me directly, not Husain the 
manager, otherwise it just gets nasty. We 
reserve the right to refuse heavy breathers. 

Keep your distance, 
Diane X  



Monday 19th April
Another day, another adjournment. I 
am sure I, like everyone else, is finding it 
immensely frustrating that cases continue 
to be pulled so last minute and with no 
explanation of why the case was unsuitable 
for a virtual hearing. Whilst they all need 
to be considered case by case as to how 
they are to be heard some of the cases being 
sent off into the distance are in dire need of 
resolution and are ready to go. I’ve found 
Brighton seems to be far more set up for 
remote hearings than many of the centers 
but hopefully things will improve. With 
the backlog as it is already, I can only hope 
more and more cases head for arbitration. 
Alongside a large warning about risk 
sharing in these ever riskier times.

 My Zoom conference in the morning 
went as well as could be expected. It was 
a nice change to get the suit on and head 
into virtual conference room 1. I thankfully 
remembered to change my virtual 
background from my Barbershop Chorus 
in 1950s costume from Competition last 
year before the client arrived. Would have 
been a rather different impression of me in 
my School Mam outfit. No less severe than 
me in a suit though! Thankfully the hearing 
on Friday is going ahead having been 
shifted before a CJ to deal with the issue of 
resumption of contact given apparently no 
Mags are currently sitting in Hertfordshire. 
So it will be back to the joys of BTMeetme 
and hoping that all parties are patient and 
do not try to speak over each other. Here’s 
hoping the Judge approves my draft order 
at the hearing rather than allowing lengthy 
backward and forwards in correspondence 
as has been my experience in recent weeks.

 My cleaner continues to “work from 
home.” I miss her terribly. No matter how 
much elbow grease I put into scrubbing 
the loo it reminds me that there are some 
real drawbacks to living with a man with 
a beard. Thankfully I have yet to take the 
trimmer to his head as Andrew tells me 
he wants to see how long his hair will get 
during lockdown. We have passed the 
Beatles stage and I worry that before long 
we will be full on James May. A reminder 
that at least we agree on who’s who’s in a 
Top Gear shag, marry, kill. And yes, we do 
like Clarkson I’m afraid.
 

Tuesday 20th April
 I was immensely saddened to hear that 
Mary, the ultimate pillar of Luton County 
Court sadly passed away from the dreaded 
virus this week. I cannot count the number 
of times she stepped in where a particularly 
aggressive litigant in person was involved. 

She would regularly joke with me that I 
was one of the few Counsel who enjoyed 
raiding the charity book selection for Jack 
Reacher novels after my hearings. She will 
be sorely missed.

At Barbershop we watched our YouTube 
synced rehearsal with Zoom on so we 
can see each other wiggle about trying 
to dance to Steps routines and practice 
the most cheesy rendition of a group 
sing which will be condensed a la Gareth 
Malone but hopefully with more pizzazz 
and Barbershop style. I have never forgiven 
him for publicly announcing he doesn’t like 
Barbershop so look forward to spamming 
his Twitter with our performance.
 
 

Wednesday 23rd April
In an attempt to blow away the cobwebs I 
went out on a 20km bike ride today. Whilst 
mostly successful I managed to have a 
verbal altercation with some numpties 
who thought it a good idea to shout “get 
off the road” whilst driving a van on the 
wrong side of the said road and attempting 
to drive me off it. I am afraid I may have 
used some choice language to explain that 
cyclists are not allowed on the pavement 
and perhaps he should be so kind as to 
go away. Or words to that effect. Besides 
wanting to throw something at said driver, 
I managed a speedy cycle in the sun around 
Welwyn Garden and to peek stealthily at 
our hopeful house to be.

Yes, our house purchase woes rumble on. 
Like a lot of my clients we can’t currently 

get a mortgage valuer to visit the house or 
conduct a virtual valuation because our 
deposit is “a mere 15%.” At the moment 
everyone in our chain wants to continue, 
and at the same price, but it is infuriatingly 
slow. I just hope that given we are all in the 
same boat, nobody jumps overboard and 
collapses the chain. But then to be fair, at 
the moment my most significant worry 
feels a very first world problem: should I 
plant out my runner beans or leave them 
in pots?

I and some of the juniors had another 
Zoom catchup in the sunshine to blow off 
some steam and compare gardening notes. 
Jess’s tomato plants are impressive, and 
Fen has been converted to whiling away an 
afternoon in the sunshine pruning. Thank 
heavens for this superb weather. Sheltering 
in a rainy greenhouse is reserved for those 
days when I really can’t stomach any more 
screaming from next door’s children. I 
have a feeling their parents are not cut 
out for home schooling. I certainly wasn’t. 
You can’t use the “I forgot my homework” 
excuse when you are literally at home. But 
I suppose the, “I’m sorry I was at rehearsal” 
excuse might still fly even now.
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Ms. Wilson’s
Diary

by Amelia Wilson

Quiz Answers

EMOJI POP QUIZ

1. Electric Light Orchestra
2. Pet Shop Boys
3. Moody Blues
4. Bucks Fizz
5. Radiohead
6. Red Hot Chilli Peppers
7. All Saints
8. One Direction
9. The Monkees
10. Tears for Fears
11. Weather Girls
12. The Beach Boys
13. Simply Red
14. Guns n Roses
15. Def Leppard
16. The Cars
17. T Rex
18. Soul II Soul
19. The Zombies
20. Dollar
21. Boom Town Rats
22. Queen
23. The Police
24. Adam and the Ants
25. Scorpions
26. Whitesnake
27. Haircut 100
28. Coldplay
29. Motorhead
30. Arctic Monkeys

WHO ARE THEY?

1. Jamie de Burgos
2. Jessica Purchase
3.  Gillian Geddes
4. George Harley
5. Andrzej Bojarski
6. Hannah Jones
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The 
Interview 

Danny Chapman

Paul Infield asks the great 
man a few questions which, 

for once, aren’t about his 
own practice or why he 
hasn’t got much money 

coming in.

1. Weren’t you supposed to be the 
next Wayne Rooney? What went 
wrong?

Many moons ago now there was a 
hope that I might be able to make 
it as a professional footballer, but 
unfortunately, I never really got the 
break. Probably down to the fact I 
came across the usual ‘lack of talent’ 
problem, but there’s a few interesting 
stories to tell the grand kids. The 
highest I made was non-league, but I 
had to step away from that at the ripe 
old age of 16 due to getting a job as a 
barristers’ clerk, whatever that is!

2. Why clerking? Was it just on the 
advice of your probation officer or 
was there some other reason?

I thought I’d previously seen you 
somewhere before when we first met, 
but couldn’t put my finger on where? 
Now I know.

I literally fell into clerking, like so 
many before and since. [Editor’s note: 
Of course, Danny didn’t ‘literally’ fall 
into clerking. He has only ever literally 
fallen over outside pubs.] When I left 
school, I got a job in the Civil Service. 
My Aunt was working in the Clerk 
of the Rules and she knew a young 
clerk called Steve McCrone, who then 
used to be the fixing clerk at what was 
then 1 Mitre Court Buildings. She 
asked Steve to keep an eye out for her 
nephew who was looking for a job.  
He mentioned they were looking for a 
new Junior Clerk, and the rest as they 
say, is history.

3. How do you think that clerking 
has changed during your 50 years?

50? You’re taking a few years off me 
there!

When I first started back in the early 
20’s, Legal Aid work paid almost as 
much as privately paid work, so the 
pool from which to draw the work 
from was much larger. Yes, there was 
the odd piece of marketing done here 
and there, but 99.9% of the clerk’s 
job back then was just to manage the 
diaries effectively and look after your 
barristers. Only the Senior Clerk’s 
job differed, in the sense they would 

also do all the admin, such as book-keeping, pay 
roll etc. Nowadays, there is much more to the 
job. It’s a mixture of trying to have that corporate 
image, whilst trying to remain approachable and 
grounded. It is also much more client-focussed 
and the need to build relationships is paramount, 
which lucky for me because it’s the part of the job I 
enjoy the most!

4. What role do you think that practice managers 
have now and how is that different from the role 
of the old senior clerk?

As I mentioned previously, it is a lot less 
admin (although there is still too much for my 
liking)! There is also generally a much better 

understanding that not all barristers 
are suitable to every case. It is about 
recognising your barristers’ strengths 
and weaknesses, and trying to marry 
them up to the right cases/clients. 
This is something that I have always 
been hot on and although we may 
not get it right every time (gasp!), it 
is something I have always strived to 
achieve.

5. How do you see 36 Family 
progressing in, say, the next 5 years?

Difficult question, especially in the 
current landscape. If you’d have told 
me 2 months ago that we’d be putting 
together a rag mag for our clients 
because we weren’t allowed outside 
our front doors, I’d have thought you 
were insane!

I would like to think that we’d 
continue on our current trajectory 
and keep rising through the ranks, 
but the only way we’ll achieve this is if 
we remain grounded and keep doing 
the right things, whatever that is these 
days.

6. What is an average week for you 
like?

I start the week full of vigour and a 
real sense of optimism. 4 nights out 
in a row later, come Friday I am ready 
for the weekend, where the healing 
process begins, so that I can begin the 
following week like the last.

7. How is your liver?

I call my liver Houdini, as it keeps 
trying to escape my body! It’s fine 
though, as I always catch him and put 
him back where he belongs.

8. What is it with you and Billy Joel?

I have been brought up on Billy Joel’s 
music ever since I can remember. 
I think he is the best lyricist and 
musician of modern times. His songs 
tell stories and have all played a big 
part in my life. The man is a genius! 
For those of you unfamiliar with his 
music (other than Uptown Girl), start 
with an album called ‘The Stranger’. 
It’s one of my favourite albums and is a 
must for the bucket list.


