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KEY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Health Secretary Matt Hancock led this afternoon’s briefing which focused 

on the government’s progress in expanding testing capacity and its newly 

announced strategy of ‘test, track and trace’. 

 

Mr Hancock was joined for the briefing by Sir Patrick Vallance, the government’s 

chief scientific adviser, and Professor John Newton, coordinator of the UK 

coronavirus testing programme. 

 

The main announcements this evening were: 

 

• Daily testing capacity has increased to 51,000 and is on track to meet the 

government’s goal of 100,000 tests per day by the end of the month. 

• Given the capacity increase, from today, employers of “essential workers” 

will be able to go to GOV.UK to get a COVID-19 test for those workers. 

• From tomorrow, essential workers will be able to book a COVID-19 testing 

appointment on GOV.UK themselves directly. 

• In the coming months, the government expects its ‘test, track and trace’ 

strategy to help supress transmission in the community to facilitate lesser 

social distancing rules. 

o The government’s strategy includes the COVID-19 smartphone 

tracking app it is developing and 18,000 human tracers that the 

government is currently recruiting. 

• There continues to be a huge effort underway to limit the spread of the 

disease in care homes and testing was expanded yesterday so that 

asymptomatic people in care homes can now be tested. 

 

 



Elsewhere in COVID-19 news…. 
 

The Competition and Markets Authority has provided guidance on how it intends 

to investigate and respond to mergers during the pandemic and has approved a 

major merger in the food delivery sector. 

 

Many news outlets have also reported on the drop in greenhouse gas emissions 

following the COVID-19 pandemic, as aeroplanes are grounded, cars stay parked 

and businesses remain closed. While the UN weather agency has said the fall will 

not halt climate change, Alok Sharma, UK Business Secretary and President of the 

2020 UN Climate Change Conference (COP26), stated yesterday that he intends to 

work with business to support the transition to renewable energy sources in the 

lead up to COP26 and beyond in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

 

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

 

BUSINESS 

 

1. The Competitions and Markets Authority provides guidance on how 

it will investigate mergers and approves a major merger in the 

delivery industry. 

 

Today, the Competition and Markets Authority (“CMA”) approved the £6.2 

billion merger of Just Eat plc and Takeaway.com N.V. The CMA said that it 

was “satisfied that there are no competition concerns”. This is because it 

found that Takeaway.com (which currently operates in 11 countries 

outside the UK) was not likely to re-enter the UK market by itself and 

thereby provide competition for JustEat and other food delivery services.  

 

Although not mentioned by the CMA in its reasons, it may be that the 

current pandemic played a role in its decision to approve this merger, 

which will considerably increase the size of JustEat’s operations and 

therefore UK coverage, which is perhaps why the CMA issued its decision 

26 days before the statutory deadline. As the lockdown continues and 

restaurants remain closed for the foreseeable future, many are using food 

delivery services such as JustEat and Deliveroo. Having quick and efficient 

food delivery services is easing the pain many are feeling about not being 

able to eat out at their favourite restaurants.  

 

Further, the CMA released guidance today on how it will investigate 

mergers in light of the pandemic. It has committed to carrying on its 

investigations as efficiently as possible but recognises that the pandemic 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/merger-assessments-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-pandemic/merger-assessments-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-pandemic


will make it difficult for some businesses to provide the information 

requested by specified deadlines. The CMA has said that it is unlikely to 

impose penalties in such circumstances.  

 

On the whole, however, the CMA is adopting a “business as usual” approach 

and has said that it will “impose interim measures in line with its policy 

pre-Coronavirus, and is unlikely to lift interim measures that are already in 

place, during the course of its review”.  

 

Therefore, although the CMA is cutting merging businesses some slack in 

terms of deadlines they should not be under the impression that scrutiny 

or the measures put in place will be any less as a result of the pandemic. 

 

 

2. While different forms of crisis, Coronavirus and climate change may 

present related opportunities for some businesses. 

 

Yesterday, the UK Business Secretary and regular spokesperson for the 

government’s daily COVID-19 briefings, Alok Sharma, brought to a close 

the Placencia Ambition Forum—a virtual forum that brought together 

major actors in the climate change negotiations to encourage and drive 

climate action and ambition in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

Mr Sharma was recently appointed President of COP26, and in his closing 

speech for the Placencia Ambition Forum said that every country, when 

considering its recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic, will “face a choice, 

between laying the foundations for sound, sustainable and inclusive 

growth or locking-in polluting emissions for decades.” 

 

Mr Sharma stated he intends to use his presidency of COP26 to work with 

business, countries and international organisations to support the 

transition to renewable energy sources, etc. His commitment is evident in 

a separate announcement he made last week, that UK businesses are set to 

save up to £300 million a year following the launch of a government 

consultation on an extension to the Climate Change Agreement scheme. 

This scheme sets targets for reducing businesses’ energy use in return for 

discounts on the climate change levy on their energy bills. 

 

Given the severe impacts of COVID-19, many businesses will undoubtedly 

be focused on their own survival at this time. However, as businesses are 

forced to adapt and reflect on how they operate during the lockdown, the 

time may be right for some to consider what risks and opportunities 

climate change presents. Some operational impacts on the supply chain 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/cop26-president-closing-remarks-at-placencia-ambition-forum
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/cop26-president-closing-remarks-at-placencia-ambition-forum


from COVID-19, for example, may mirror those of the extreme weather 

events that climate change threatens. In preparing for one, businesses may 

insulate themselves from other problems that may emerge after the 

pandemic has passed. 

 

In response to the COVID-19 crisis, the government recently announced its 

Future Fund for innovative companies and pledged to provide further 

grant and loan funding to the most R&D-intensive small and medium 

businesses through the Innovate UK scheme. These schemes may provide 

assistance to those businesses wanting to innovate during the current 

crisis by preparing for climate change. As for what further support may be 

available, we will have wait to see how Mr Sharma responds. 

 

 

 

DISCLAIMER 

 

 

The above is not intended to be legal advice. Specialist advice should be sought 

for individual cases where necessary. 
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