
 
 

 

25.03.2020 

 

KEY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Testing was the focus of the day’s announcement, but two key areas where 

changes may soon be felt by the self-employed and businesses were also 

signposted.  

 

The main announcements were:  

 

 405,000 volunteers in 24 hours have signed up to assist the NHS.  

 Huge testing programme being rolled out. 

 The government has “put its arms around workers of all kinds” as best it 

could. The Prime Minister though acknowledged that it had moved furthest 

and fastest with employees, because of the ready availability of PAYE 

information on which support measures could be based.  

 The Chancellor will be announcing a package for the self-employed 

tomorrow. 

 “Profiteering” was to be condemned and more severe action could be 

taken.  

 

 

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

 

BUSINESS 

 

1. Are businesses allowed to charge whatever prices they like for goods 

and services?  

 



The Prime Minister was asked about “profiteering” from the current crisis 

and what the Government would do about it. He reiterated his stance that 

companies should not be profiteering at this time of a national emergency. 

The Competition and Markets Authority (“CMA”) has already issued a 

warning to traders to not take advantage of people’s needs and has 

threatened to take action if the problem continued (see here). It has also 

recently set up a taskforce to identify those exploiting the situation and to 

take enforcement action if businesses are found to have breached 

competition or consumer law. See here for more detail on what the CMA’s 

taskforce can do.  

 

The Prime Minister today mentioned the CMA’s powers and further added 

that the government are looking at the “legislative framework to see what 

it may be necessary to do to prevent profiteering”.  

 

This should come as a stark warning to businesses to be very conscious 

about inflating their prices simply because demand is high. Price increases 

should be justified with evidence. Should the CMA and the government 

start to take action against businesses, penalties could be severe in order 

to deter others.   

 

EMPLOYMENT  

 

2. Will the self-employed receive financial assistance?  

 

The Prime Minister announced that the Chancellor would outline the 

package that will be available for the self-employed in tomorrow’s briefing.  

 

Tomorrow’s bulletin will therefore deal this announcement and the 

package that is available.   

 

3. Has the government changed its stance on who is allowed to travel to 

work?  

 

No.  

 

The Prime Minister repeated the government’s messages over the last two 

days that everyone should work from home unless it was absolutely 

necessary for them to go to their workplace. He further emphasised that 

employers must have proper safety measures in place for their employees 

and that they are practising social distancing as advised by the 

government. For more information on the implications on failing to follow 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/covid-19-sales-and-pricing-practices-during-coronavirus-outbreak
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/cma-launches-covid-19-taskforce


such practices, please see the evening edition of our daily bulletin 

yesterday (24/03/2020).  

 

 

 

DISCLAIMER 

 

 

The above is not intended to be legal advice. Specialist advice should be sought 

for individual cases where necessary. 
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